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Editorial Ramblings

We have had a little better weather this month - somewhat less rain, although
it is still cold and windy for much of the time. The cover photograph and
that on the next page were taken when JP asked me to take him out early
one evening as he was getting bored at home. We drove to Lytham so he
could play safely on his scooter. I sat in the car until he insisted I come to
see the view, which he said was very beautiful. I was frozen! However, I did as
he requested and was so pleased I did as I was able to capture a small amount of the
beauty he had persuaded me to go and see. JP has had a two week holiday from school
for the Easter celebrations. Whilst he’s happy to be away from school, he has complained,
frequently, about being bored. One of the activities we managed to get him to was at Derian House.
This was where we took Annelise to swim in the pool. JP did enjoy his visit as there were a number of
children’s activities to keep him busy, but Grace and I found it very hard entering this children’s hospice
again and seeing the pool, which made us rather tearful. Later that day, 8 April, we were really delighted to receive a visit
from my son, Paul. It is always a real treat to see him as he lives about 6 hours drive from where we are and we don’t get
to see him very frequently. On 9 April, we visited the picturesque village of Dent, in Cumbria where, as usual, it was cold,
wet and windy so we took shelter in a little cafe and museum (see photograph below) where we enjoyed some home-made
refresments. During the Easter break, I built a bunk bed for JP. He has such a small bedroom it seemed like a good idea to
get his bed up in the air to give him more floor space. Unlike our last home, where he had two rooms in which to play, his
space is now very limited. 23 April saw us having a short drive to Beacon Fell. JP took one of his bicycles and Grace took
her college notes to study as she has been taking exams recently. On 29 April, we attended a charity ball arranged by our
dear friends, Charlotte and Danny. Charlotte and her family are raising money for ‘Ward 84’, the Oncology Ward of the
Royal Manchester Children’s Hospital which is where we first met, as their little girl, Isabella, was also there with Annelise
- albeit with a different problem. We are really delighted to say that Isabella is making good progress in defeating her
illness. Congratulations go to Grace this month for passing all her exams, both in ‘Hairdressing and Beauty’ and ‘English
Language’. Grace has worked so hard to achieve these super results and can now progress further in her courses at the college.

Alan

Cover Photograph: View along the coast from Lytham towards Blackpool late in the afternoon. Taken on 5 April 2017
Photograph next page: JP with his scooter on the jetty at Lytham. Taken on 5 April 2017.
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A small amount of the possible view
from Beacon Fell and (left) JP's
view from his bicycle - and crash!.

