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Editorial Ramblings

We do know that you’ll think we’ve really lost the plot - not that we
mind - it’s just the way we are. On 6 February 2017 we ‘celebrated’
Annelise’s 2nd birthday. We bought a cake and showed it to her and
also took a slice of it and placed it on her grave in Warton. For us, it
was very important to remember her in this way, although we doubt
other folks would understand that - but of course, very few people have
been through what we’ve been through so they don’t know what it’s like - and
we hope they never have to find out. So, we do our own thing in our own way,
even if it does seem crazy. This newsletter will be fairly brief, I’m afraid. I haven’t had
time to take many photographs this month and the weather hasn’t exactly helped. Also, I’ve
been working at my new contract since 24 January, although things haven’t exactly been going
smoothly and I’ve nearly walked away from it a few times. I also had the third week off because of
sickness, which really knocked the stuffing out of me. In addition to all of this, I’ve had a lot to attend to regarding
the move to our new home. This is the first time we’ve had our own home in the more than 16 years we’ve spent
together. Of course, it’s not exactly our dream home (in fact, Grace is already thinking of moving to another
home!), as three years with very little income knocked a big hole in our savings, but at least it will be a home
of our own and it will reduce our monthly outgoings very considerably as we won’t have rent (or mortgage) to
pay. We do have some plans to create even more living space - more about that in future, once we’ve got some
more money together! We got the keys to our new home late in the afternoon of Friday 24 February 2017, and
immediately started moving our things out of the old and into the new. It took us the whole weekend. We were
delighted, and relieved, to have the help of three friends (Geoffrey plus Graham and Sue - thank you so much) for
a few hours on Saturday so we could get the heavy stuff moved. We are still waiting for BT to connect our new
telephone and internet service, hence this newsletter being very late in being sent out. It’s very frustrating being
without the internet as we do use it a tremendous amount.
As soon as we’re connected, I’ll send you this newsletter.
I’m writing this piece of text late in the afternoon of
Saturday 4 March and this is the first time I’ve been able
to use my home office since we moved. Of course, my
office is still not fully sorted out but at least I’m making
progress - something I try to achieve every day.
This must be the shortest newsletter on record for which
I can only apologise/ I’ll try to do better in future editions
but my time is very limited now I’m working flat out and
under a lot of pressure.

Alan

Cover Photograph: JP with Annelise’s photograph and her birthday cake. Taken on 6 February 2017. The photograph of
Annelise was taken on her first, and only real birthday; 6 February 2016.
Photograph next page: JP at just 2 years old - the same age as Annelise would be now - and sticking his tongue out in the
same way Annelise did. Taken on 16 May 2007 at Baloy Beach, Subic Bay, Philippines. This beach was an easy walk from our
home at that time - somwhat warmer and sunnier there than it is here in the UK.
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